
December 28, 2016  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All 

commissioners were present.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with changes, Commissioner Hall seconded 

the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 15th board 

meeting, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the Truth In Taxation meeting held on 

December 12th, Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought before the board the used office furniture that has accumulated 

beneath the stairwell, which is part of the designated storm shelter.  Ms. Hanson asked if this 

property could be offered to the county employees for a nominal fee to see if it could be put to use 

elsewhere but she was informed that it would have to be offered to the public as it was purchased 

with public funds.  Discussion ensued about putting it on an auction sale through Bill Berg at 

Hendrum or Tim Oistad at Fertile.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then asked if it would be possible to 

offer it through the county website as it is a public website.  Commissioners Hall and Gunderson 

were going to look at the items in question and then get back to the board.   

Sarah Kjono, Director of Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, entered the meeting at 9:50 a.m. to 

present the contract for Dr. Luithle, as the Medical Consultant for Norman-Mahnomen Public 

Health.  Dr. Luithle has served in this capacity for several years and Ms. Kjono stated that he has 

been good to work with.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Norman-Mahnomen 

Public Health contract with Dr. Luithle for one year, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson signed the contract on behalf of Norman County and 

Sarah will be sending it to Dr. Luithle for his signature.   

Salaries for Elected Officials were discussed next with Commissioner Gunderson representing the 

Salary Committee and bringing forth the following recommendations:  County Commissioners 

$16,390, Auditor-Treasurer $62,500, Recorder $62,102, Sheriff $69,500 and County Attorney 

$77,250.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the proposed salaries for Elected 

Officials, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall then made a motion to approve a 3% increase for all non-union employees, 

keeping in line with the negotiated 3% for union employees.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then presented the contract with American Communications Inc of 

Morris, MN, who provide the county network support.  She stated that members of the Tech 

Committee had looked over the contract and wanted some additional verbiage regarding remote 

access work and the charges for such work.  The committee had contacted American 

Communications and this was added to the contract.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion 

to approve the contract with American Communications Inc.   Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson signed the contract, as well as Auditor-Treasurer 

Hanson, and the contract will be sent to Chad Swanson for signature on behalf of American 

Communications.   

Kari Aanenson, Recorder, approached the board with a letter of retirement from Debra Roesch, 

Deputy Recorder, which she received on December 14th, stating that Deb’s last day would be Friday, 

January 13, 2017.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve acceptance of Deb 

Roesch’s retirement letter with sincere thanks for her 21 years of service to Norman County.    

Ms. Aanenson then asked the board for permission to advertise to replace Ms. Roesch, however, 

the board felt they wanted to wait and explore other options at this time.   



Chairman Jacobson then brought forth a letter received from Pheasants Forever stating that they 

are working to purchase a 617.46 acre Wildlife Management Area within Norman County.  The 

property in question is in Sundal Township, Sections 32 and 33 and owned by J.R. Dale.   

The board then approached John Rosenberger regarding re-appointment as the County Veterans 

Service Officer.  Commissioner Bommersbach asked John if he would like to be reappointed and he 

stated that he would love to continue to serve in this manner.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 

motion to approve the appointment of John Rosenberger as the County Veterans Service Officer for 

another 4 years.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman 

Jacobson then issued the Oath of Office to Mr. Rosenberger.   

The 2017 appropriation list was reviewed.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the 2017 

appropriation list with an adjustment to the Norman County Soil and Water appropriation 

consisting of a $1,000 increase to an amount of $64,200.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.  A copy of the 2017 appropriation list is on file in the Auditor-

Treasurer’s Office.   

Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, and Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, 

updated the board on the road conditions.  Mr. Ramstad stated the Norman County Highway 

Department had gotten over all the county blacktop roads on Tuesday to apply sand/salt.  He also 

stated that they had used their overrun of 2015 salt as well as the 5 loads of salt he had ordered 

earlier this fall and he has 5 loads on order.   

Dave Stene, Social Services Fiscal Supervisor, entered the meeting to present bills for payment.  

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve payment of the Social Service bills as 

presented in the amount of $67,807.85.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then brought the 2017 budget and levy issue before the board for discussion.  

There was considerable discussion on the amount the board wanted to levy with concern for 

citizens who attended the Truth In Taxation meeting and expressed their concerns to the board.  

There was also discussion regarding the amount to levy for the building fund.  Marijo Vik who was in 

attendance at the meeting asked about concerns with building space needs that had been an item 

of discussion earlier this year and asked if those needs had been met.   The board stated that at this 

time they were still in consideration, but they did not feel they were critical at this point.  The 

proposed gross levy used for preparation of the Truth in Taxation statements was $6,139,105 which 

was a 6.9% increase over 2016.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the 2017 budget 

and set the gross levy at $6,009,860 for 2017, which is an increase of 4.65% over 2016.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on vote, there were 4 yeas and 1 nay 

coming from Commissioner Hall.  The motion carried.    

Following the passing of the motion, further discussion centered on the LGA funding formula and 

the frustration that it causes.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted that this is one of the top 

concerns the Association of Minnesota Counties is focusing on with the legislature in 2017.   

After reviewing the bills as presented, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as 

follows:   

Revenue:   $40,465.90 Public Health:   $2,999.52 Solid Waste Facilities:  $11,020.85   

County Ditch Fund:   $2,613.88 Road & Bridge:   $69,509.72     Total:   $126,609.87. 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting at 10:48 a.m.  Mr. Brue signed the contract with 

American Communications, Inc.  James stated that he had no further concerns to address with the 

board.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 10:52 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


